
BRITISH CANDLEMAKERS FEDERATION
MINUTES OF AN OCCASIONAL MEETING

HELD AT THE NEC BIRMINGHAM
ON WEDNESDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 2004

1.
Attendance and Apologies.  Eighteen members attended, representing 10 companies.  Apologies were received from John Mann, Brian Stoneley, Ingrid Banks and Graham Marrs.

2.
Minutes and Matters Arising.   The minutes of the AGM of 21st May 2004 were confirmed, with the following matters being confirmed from the conclusion of the previous meeting: 
a.
Mr Andrew Leach was appointed Vice President (Technical) in recognition of his work on behalf of the Federation.  A contribution towards his work costs was approved.
b.
That the President should be appointed for a two year period of tenure on order to guide longer term projects.  This will be subject to ratification by the May 2005 AGM.

c.
Any outstanding statistical returns should be passed to the Hon Sec forthwith.

3.
Constitution:

It was agreed that production qualifications for membership should be guiding in principle and inclusive in nature.  The Constitution should be circulated by the Hon Sec by 20th September in order to permit submission of any change proposals by Members out of Committee during the Autumn, discussion at the February occasional meeting and ratification at the May AGM.

4.
Membership.

It was agreed that applications for membership be invited from the following:

The Candle Manufacturing Co (Kidderminster)

Moorwax Candlemakers (Hutton Le Hole, York)

5.
European Federation:

Mr Andrew Leach described the challenge (as our official representative on the Technical Task Force serving the AECM Technical Committee) in involving BSI and getting them to respond to the CEN work.  The Quality Candle Article has been published on the BCF website (as a pdf. file) and all Members are encouraged to read it.  A business plan is in the process of being agreed.  The aim is then to develop a fully approved and published standard by January 2008.  Current work is focused upon Fire Safety, Safety Signs and Warnings, and Soot Testing.  It was agreed that we must be prepared to put together a BCF technical team to scrutinise the CEN draft documents.  This will meet in November and Mr Leach will investigate how BSI might agree to participate.
6.
Federation Website:

It is our intention to refresh the BCF Website during the Autumn.  Once the CEN standards work has been completed it will be included in the Website, but with a simplified “at a glance” page for the general public.
7.
Any Other Business

a.
Members were asked to consider the need for a September occasional meeting in the future.  The alternative would be a formal electronic circulation of a consultation agenda, followed by a comment phase and circulation of a consensus position on matters raised.  For the present the plans for a February meeting and May AGM will be maintained.
b.
The AGM pattern will be that it is held in London biennially, on the President’s assumption of the chair, and in the area of the President’s home location in his second year.

c.
It was reported that the European Association has formally approved inviting Suppliers to become Associate Members.  The next Europen meeting will be in Florence in June 2005, coincident with a trade show.  The next Word Congresses will be in Miami in 2007 and Europe in 2010.

8.
Next Meetings.

a.
Informal meeting at NEC Spring Fair on Wednesday 9th February 2005 at 12.30 pm, Concourse Suite 23 by the Atrium adjacent to Hall 6 (candlemakers’ show area).

b.
Dinner and AGM on Thursday 19th May 2005 and the AGM on Friday 20th May 2005 in the Bath area.
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